
 

Learning from the Prayer: Mother Marianne Cope 

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 

B ORN 	ON 	 J A NUARY 	 2 3 , 	 1 8 8 3   
in Germany, Barbara Koob came to the 
United States as an infant with her family 
who settled in Utica, New York. During 

her early life attending St. Joseph’s Parish and School, 
she discerned a call to religious life, but delayed 
entering the convent in order to support her family 
when her father fell ill. She received the religious 
habit of the Sisters of Saint Francis in Syracuse, New 
York at the age of 24 taking the name “Sister 
Marianne.” Though intending to become a teacher, 
she instead found herself chie ly taking on 
administrative appointments at two of the irst 
hospitals established in central New York. As a nurse-
administrator, she became well-known for accepting 
treatment of “outcast” patients like alcoholics. Her 
kindness and good sense led her eventually to be 
assigned as head administrator at St. Joseph’s 
Hospital in Syracuse. Not long after she became the 
Provincial Mother of the Order. 
     At the time there had been numerous requests for 
religious orders to set up a system of hospitals and 
health care in the Sandwich Islands. Of particular 
concern was the unchecked spread of leprosy among 
the natives. Remembering perhaps the love of Saint 
Francis of Assisi who, it was said, embraced a leper, 
she responded, “I am not afraid of any disease…,” and 
agreed to come to Hawaii. When she and six sisters 
(from among thirty- ive volunteers of her 
community) arrived in Honolulu Harbor, they quickly 
went about their task, establishing two hospitals on 
Maui and Oahu. She was able to convince the 
government of King Kalakaua of the need to save the 
homeless female children of leprosy patients and 

opened a home for them on the grounds of their 
leprosy hospital. 
     Mother Marianne met Father Damien de Veuster in 
1884 who had by then had become well known as the 
Apostle to Lepers. Two years later, and stricken with 
the same disease as those he cared for, Father 
Damien was unwelcome and uncared for by anyone 
except Mother Marianne. Later, the government 
resumed the practice of exiling men, women, and 
children sick with leprosy to the island of Molokai. 
“We will cheerfully accept the work…,” she said when 
asked to go to the settlement of Kalaupapa. She 
arrived several months before Father Damien’s death 
on April 15, 1889 with her sisters. She was said to 
have promised that not one of her sisters would 
contract the feared illness. Assuming the 
administration of the settlement, she was ahead of 
her time in treating not only the medical needs of the 
lepers but also their psychological and spiritual 
needs.   
     The author of Treasure	Island and Kidnapped, 
Robert Louis Stevenson, wrote on his visit to 
Kalaupapa of the comforting presence of Mother 
Marianne and her sister-nurses and of inding 
“beauty springing from the breast of pain”: “He marks 
the sisters on the painful shores. And even a fool is 
silent and adores.” She died of natural causes on 
August 9, 1918 at Kalaupapa.  
     The unexplained recovery of an upstate New York 
woman from a certain fatal condition con irmed the 
judgment of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Saints and Pope Benedict of Mother Marianne’s 
intercessory power as well as her example of a life 
lived well in the Faith. 

O God, who have taught your Church to keep all the heavenly commandments by love of you as God and 
love of neighbor; grant that, by prac cing the works of charity a er the example of blessed Marianne 
Cope, we may be worthy to be numbered among the blessed in your Kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, you Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 


